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The Litdle Gatekeeper to the Balkans on the Oldest and Shortest Road to the East Only Rose From a Long Age |
to Be-Again the S\port of Conquering Empires—One of the Most Perilous Spots on the Map.
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of the Balkan Nations,

Why should poor Serbia have become

the storm center in the Balkans? Why
did the eagles of the Teytonlc Empires
swoop down upom her? Not merely
because & Serdb assassinuted the Aus-
trian Crown Prince. Why did the big
Empires of the Enlents drop every-
thing else¢e to go to her rescue. Not
merely as the chivalrous protectors of
little Nations.

Serbia's destiny Is wrilten in her
geography. Nations no less than men
are the creatures and the creations of
their environment.

England and Japan were made by
their tight Httle islunds, and France
and Italy by their Alpine barriers.
Spain is what she is because of the
Pyrenees. Holland was made by her
dykes. Russia by her remote d
boundless plains, and America by her
continent. Not the Turk but Constan-
tinople is the maker of Turkey. And
Serbim owes all her troubles today,

owes & thousand years of trouble, to
her unfortunate position on the map.

The Gatces of Two Werlds.

The Bmlkan Peninsuls ls the cuusoway.
+ tongue of land umiting two worlds, At
the top of It the Alpine spurs of Bosnia
and the Carpathian Mountsing of Tran-
s¥ivania draw together and leave only a
sap into Serbin. At the bottom of the
peninsuln the seas close in upon It about
Constantinople, leaving o mere bridge
heud for a passage over into the Orlent.

Serbla and Constantinople thus are the
double gates between east and wesl, amd
all the empires in the past huve struggled.
vven as the emnires now are struggling.
to selge and huld one or both of them.
The Kalsers are marching through Serbla
toduy along the very highways construect-
od by the Caesars betwecn those gales,
and thelr imperial foex are trying to stop
their advance along that cld Romun road
to world dominion, the shortest land
route frotn Europe to Asia Minor

In the twilight of the Roman cmpire,
larbarian hordes lillh-‘l through the upper
gate and blocked the trafic. Thereupon
n monarch of the eastern empire at Con-
stantinople, looking for a new and vigor-
ous gate keeper to clear the road. invited |
v mountain tribe of the great Slavie fam-
iy come down out of thelr Carpathian
wild=s and tend the gate On thag invita-
tion, the Serbs settled L3W years ago
in the valley of the Morava River, from
which the Austro-German arwmies have
lately driven them,
For centuries they
ugainst the Magyars, the Tartars, the
Bulgars and other new coming barbar-
lans, Meanwhile the gatetenders adopt- |
&l Christianity, organized themselves
into a kingdom and finally struck agsinst
their aging and feeble employer at Con-
stantinople, who called upon the Hulgars
and Rumanians to help him put down |
the strike

When Serhia Was an Emplre.

In that Balkan war of 1330 the strikers
guthered at Nish, where the oad forka,
one branch rupning straight on o Con-
stantinople, throizh Bulgaris. and the
other down through Macedonia to Bal-
onica on the Aegean Sea. Hostlly ad-
vancing by the upper road the Serbs
caught the Bulgars before the Ruman-
juns or the imperial army could come
ta thelr support. At one biow they over-
whelmed Bulgaria and shattered the al-
liance.

All the Balkans and Consantinople as
well now seemed to iny at the mercy of
the wvictorious Serblans. At once they
#st forth on the path of concuest, under
the leadershin of their Z-vear-old mon-
arch, Stephen Dushan, ithe most (llus-
irious on Serbia’'s page of history.
Hurling the ever-restiess Magyvars
of Hungary in the North and chasing
the Albaninn ralders into the deep re-
cesaes of their mountains, Dushan pro-
vlalmed himself King of the Albanians
an well ms of the Serbs. At the same
time, he converted Bulgeria into a mere
protectorate and, marching through
Macedonin, he carried the frontier of his
kingdom into Thessaly and Thrace.
At a smplendid coronation In Uskub the

guarded the road

conqueror pul on an imperial crown,
proclaimi hi: 1 peror of the Ser-
blans and Rumanians, of the Bulgars

und the Albanians. Virtually all the
Balkans were gathered beneath the Ser-
blan imperial rule, and the emperor next
marked out Constantigople for conguest
He wanted to hold the lower as well as
the upper gate to the old road.
But Constantinople has been the Car-
casopne of many ambltious warriors.
Only twice has a conqueror succeeded
in breaching its stubborn walls In all the
1500 years and more since they were
reared by Constantine the Great. And
when Dushan was almost in sight of
St. Sofla, death suddenly and mysteri-
ously arrested his triumphant advance,

The Fall of Serbia.

came the keeper of the Constantinople
zale, and his irresistible janizaries press-
~d pnorthward to seize the opposite gate.
Thus Serbja found herself not the con-
queror of the East, but the defender of

conmnguineous marriages.
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monarch of Berbia before the gtazed
eyes of the dying Sultan

For five centuries Serbin wana
the heel of the Turk and for five cerfs
turies she remained in n state of rebel-
lien, giving the Sultan more trouble than
any other member of his {ll-assorted |
family. He dismembered her and dis-°
persed her people, until at last none but'
the poor prasants were left in the land. |
Every scventh year for generations he!
suatlched a!l Serbian Loys from their par-
ents and carrled them off into captivity, |
where he made them over Into Moslems

Liberty remained through thelr long
]nl'h: the ruling passion of the Serbians.
under | They #et it to musie, and, Uke the
gleemen In Norman halls, chanted and
fiddled their gongs of freedom.

the wars that followed the
Berbia jbined

selllaise In
French tevolution,
chorus,
ard of revolt In
she opened that
covery of her

the Balkans. In 184
struggle for the
long-lost  Independence

and which never has been more desperate

and trained them to be his Janizaries, than now. Although by 1539 she had won |
that invincible infantry with which he  the Sultan's recognition of heér as a
, fought his Christian foes. | principality within the Turkish Empire, |

All the while a Serblan had only | she did not free herself entirely from

to knecl to Mecca to become onerof the | the Turk untl as recently as 155, when |
conquerersa rather than one of the con-|
quered. Many Serbs in Bosnila, many
Christians in Bulgnria, Albania nnd
Macedonin turned Moslems and their de-
scendants today are among the most de- |
vout [followers of the Prophet. But
Herbin has the smallest Moslem popula-
tion of any Halkan country,

The Serblans, becoming clansmen again,
hid themselves with thelr crosses in the
mountuin gorges, where they kept the
faith of their fathers and whence they | treaty she brought Berbia virtumily Into
spread terror and death among the apos- | the position of u dependency. Her Kine
tates. Thelr church was thelr one rally- | sctually was at the command of the|
ing point and perhaps to this day they | Austrian military attache at Belgrade |
are less troubled by religious doubt thau ! until the dynasiy was extinguished, by
any other people in Europe. u bloody anssassination in 193, when the

Every Serblun home became a littie ! Present Ring Peter wus oalled to the
kingdom and the family tie |s strong | throne.  Sipce then thers has been no
among the Serbians. There I8 no such | lruce In the Austro-Serblan feud.
word as cousin in their langusge. ull! The Serbians mre no less sutisfled than|
cousins being called brothers or sisters, : the Austrians with their boundaries. Be
among whom, of course, there can be no | fore the Balkan wars, the area of their
marrying. Serbia, thercfore, offers an un- | country was but 15,00 square miles, and
usual test, if any onc cares Lo examine ' perhaps only half of that was In a siate |
it. of the effect on the race of avolding | of ecultivation for the support of al
popuiation of 2,500,000 Yet, however

The Slav is a democrat by nature and | poor they were, the people did not know|
the Serblan ever has been most demo- it. for they had neither millionaires nor!
eratlie. There is less looking up and | paupers to remind them of thelr poverty. |
looking down there than in the United | By the surest test of all, they were well!
States or . almost any other country.|off, for they had a smaller emigration |
There are very few spots of earth that|than any of thelr neighbors, and it might
They

be independent. Only in 1552, after half
a thousand ¥ did she become once

more a full-fledzed kingdom,
The .l.lll‘o-'flll.l Feud.

But she was no eooner rid of her Turk-
Ish overiord than she found herself
threatered with an  Austrisn  overlord.
For a time Austria’s diplomnacy overcams
the Serbian crown itselfl and by secret
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land of Wberty,
ternity.

equality and fra-;in the Balkans, virtually all
being of one race and creed.

of them
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When all Europe was singing the Mar- |

the |
ing the first to lift the stand-!

re- |

which has lasted more than a century,|

the Congress of Berlln declared her to}
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But when the Berblans lo#ked® up and
down the old road. they were always
fearful that they might see the outriders
of another congueror coming lo wrest
from them their gate and their inde-
pendence.  Indeed a more pertlous place
for a small nation could not be found
on the map than that which the anclent
Serbians accepted when they settied in
the wvalley of the Morava,

For in an nge of force and imperialism,
Serbin occuples a military and commer-
clal vantage point which none but a
strong hand can holki. Yet piggard na-
tureo has denied her the soil to nourish
and ralse a great Nationy powerful
enough to guard the gate against cove-
tous Empilres.

Ta strengthen herself she entered the
Balkan wars, amd her galns In Mace-
donia nlmost doubled her territory and
population: Tut her conquests aroused
such furlous Jealousies nand ndded so

lhﬂt\'il}' w oer military obligations that
I her net profit from the transaction is
| small fndeed

Besides Austrin hac thwarted her chief
mmmbition, which was for a port. With
| Austria-Hungary lying between her and

Europe. with Greece, Albunia. Monte-
negro or Bulguria between her and the
| #hote, she cannol ship a pig to market
except by leave of =ome other, country.

What Serbla wanted most of all was
& seaport. But what she wanted above

(all was to draw together the subjugated
| Serbs and  Serbo-Croatas  outside her
frontiers and become the central power
In a ltle world of kicdred peoples, who
would help her to guard the geie.

The Southern Slavs.

There are In all about 10.00,00 of these
| Bouthern Slavs or Jugesinvs, whom Ser-
bin calls Serbs, buy whom the worid in
general terms Serbo-Croats. The onlv
surviving nations among Lthem are Ser-
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|

bia and Monterncgro. and a majority «;mamum-mmu

the Serbo-Croats are in sublection to! count.

Austria-Hungary. They form the great rans

bulk of the more than 150000 m““‘!bs-“rl:u::.lﬁr mww&g prssasnt

thon just over the Austrian border In | jnee, and, us they annexed it, Count An=

Bosnia-Herzegovina, of the more than| . . confidently deciared to Lord Salis- |

W0.000 fohabftants of Dalmatin and Ele- | by 1n London, “We have our fest

vonie. And there are nearly So000 more | e head of the serpent.” But they I—.’

I::.Hw across the Danube from Eer- culy scotched the snske; they had not
. killed It

All thoss peoples are of the Southern
branch of the Siav family and their| Everrthing Serblan was suppressed in

varying dlalects are based on the Ber- |iDe anbexed province, even the folksong®
ban language. But there is one serigus |°f the race. Eut open agitation only fed
difference  between them. . They are 10 cover In a dark conspiracy. Finally
united in race, but are divided In re- | this flamed out a year ago last June /n
liglon. | the asspssination of Crown Prince Ferd s

Men may take thelr speech from thelr | pand at Serajevo, the capital of Bosnlae
race, but generally they take thelr creed ' Herzegovina. and next In the conflagra~
from the rivers by which they chance |tion of the great war which now envelops
to dwell. This is one of the curiosities Europe. The fat of the two pans—Pane
of history. The waters of Serbia and of Uerman and Pan-Slav—was in the fire.

the Serbian counties in Hungary by the | Fal Siiing
Danube flow ecastward, and, therefore, _“ Englve ot len Kat
No matter where you look. you unfail

most of the people are of the Eastern
Church. On the other hand. the cur-|ngly find fallen nations at the bottom of
rents of Dalmatia, Croatla and Slavonia |4l the trouble. Some men were discusse
run toward Rome. Wherefore the dwell- | ID8 rallway accidents and they arrived at
ers on their banks are aimost solidly | the comclusion that % per cent of the
Roman Catholics. casunities occurred In the rear car,
And the ofl umd waler of Greek and | Leave It off,” sald one of them, quick
Latin churches do mot mix. The chinsm |10 5¢e the remedy.
is hanily wider between Christian and| Sinee the fallen nations of Austrie«
Moslem In Bosnia, where & third of the | Flungary arc at the bottom of this war,
Slavs were converted by the scimitar |the obvious remedy is to rvstore them t§
of Tslam und are as true to the vrophetl""i' independence. But there would be
as any Arab or Turk. | little lefr urf_an;sltm-!-lnmrx. for it “
|an empire of fallen nations.
The Tweo Pana. ! On every hand the aged Emperor hag
Nevertheless, us Serbia, rose she re-|been confronted and threatened
solved W lift up all those fallen natlons | OUt his long reigm by & movement ta
of her race. The Serblans are both poll. | #natch those jewels from his crown and
dclans and historlans. No one among | restors them to their original, net to say
them permits himself ever to forget that | Fightful, owners. The irridentists—the ree
there 1z a Serblun King while the Hape- | Jeemers—beset him on all silles. And see
burgs weie yet dvelllng in thelr native |What they have already taken from him
hawks' nestx amid the Swiss mountains | ®ince he ascended the throne. The Prus-
and. that there wns a Serb Empire be-|®an irridentisia, his willes of today,
fore there was an Austrian. stripped ‘;'“'“ "“"‘;‘ ;"'—'h'rd"'“l‘:; of Guere
The first object of the Serbians was ™any. which Austr claimed for
to rescue the Slauvs nearest them in Bog- | Mndreds of years. On the other hand,
nia-Herzegovina, which still was nomi- | Ltalla Irridenta recaptured Lombardy and
nally a Turkish province and which Aus-| ¥ cnetis.
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h-cwdnhutbendhm Russia, in the Austrian advance.

= Naturally he looked about to sec w
g::l::;v.::;::‘ u:ln‘:‘::l ::;u,.:d :}.:h:] e might recoup himeelf for those m
head-on collision between the Pan-Serb :;::; Il:: ,’:;r.;“:’: ::h;';t;al"?“%:
movernent and a Pan-German mm"m’“l North, the Russian Bear. In the ecast
| nione he saw a chanee and to the east
he turned his facd. His ancestors had
| boasted themselves the legatees of (he
Roman empire, Now the Hapaburgs
* should hecome the heirs of the Siek Man
5% 8 A

of Constantinople.
The Open Grave.

Francis Joseph took his first East-
ward step when he clalmed and rd-
‘eeived from the Berlin Congress the
(control of  Fosnla-Herzegovina. His
next logleal step would take him through/
the upper gate on the ohl road to Empire,
| And only little Serbla stood in the way,

| But when the Austrian Empire first
‘entered upon Lhis new departure and oc-
cupled Bosnia- Hersegovinay Princu
Gortachakoff. the Russiun Ambassador
| ut * Berfln, grimly remarked “The tomb
!nf Austria 1= iIn the - That
| prophecy still runs. For there Is yet a
chance that the Austrian Empire ma;
fall into the grave it dug for Serbin
The fight Is not finished. A people who
for 500 years survived the exterminating
Turk cannot be crushed In a senson.

swept from the road, they still have
nature’s impregnable forts for thelr
refuge. Those mountains of Serbia are

a weaknesa In her offense, but they be.
come her strength in a lonz Jdefense.
And the Serb has not the tume desirg
of the West to dle In bed.

The Stork, In a strangely prophetic
spirit, anticipated the struggle and pro-
vided for it by bringing more boys than
girls to the threatened Nation. The birth
law of the world was reversed for Serbla,
and when the storm burst upon her she
had 1,00 men to 500 women. /

Alrcady the Serbs have cone more QL ¥
thelr part. With the veteran armies
powerful military Empires In f{ront
théem and the revengeful be-
hind them, they held up the Teutonie
drive for weeks, while cleverly  sluding
Lhe trups set for their fect. If Serbia’s
big, stupld allles will only do thelr part
and profit by her terrible sacrifices, the
Balkan campalgn of the Austro-Ger-
mens will tall of Its main purpose— per-
manent coptrol of the old road to the
East.

(Copsright, 13 by James Morgan)




